
Swab Extractor (#R-08)

Caution:  The proper use of this tool requires a certain amount of experience in the general use 
of tools, as well as the exercise of judgment.  Forrests does not assume responsibility for any 
damage or injury caused by the use of this tool, nor for the completeness or adequacy of these 
instructions.  The use of this tool is at the users sole risk.  Any liability shall be limited to the 
purchase price of the tool.

Directions:

When a swab becomes stuck in the bore of an instrument, you need to be able to grasp the tail 
end of the swab and pull it back out.  When the end of the swab is beyond reach, this swab 
extractor will enable you to grasp the swab and pull it out.

Insert the pointed tip of the extractor into the large end of the joint until the point of the screw 
comes in contact with the stuck swab.

Carefully probe with the tip to center it in the bore as much as possible.  This will minimize 
scraping of the extractor against the bore during the rest of this procedure.

Having located the center of the bore and with the extractor tip place securely against the lodged 
swab, press firmly and at the same time screw the extractor clockwise into the cloth of the swab. 
After several turns the screw will have penetrated into the swab so that it can be removed by 
pulling on the handle of the extractor, like pulling the cork on a wine bottle.  If you don’t 
succeed the first time, repeat this procedure, making certain to screw the tip of the extractor into 
the swab far enough to get a good grip.

In most instances you will still be able to salvage your swab, though there will be a couple of 
screw holes in it.

Alternate procedure:
If you have a firmly mounted bench vise, clamp the handle end of the extractor into the vise 
horizontally so that the screw end projects from the vise.  Then guide the extractor into the large 
end of the joint until you can feel the cloth touching the tip of the screw.  Probe with the tip to 
center it in the bore as much as possible, then press more firmly while twisting the joint on its 
own axis for a few turns.  Then pull back on the joint until the swab emerges.  We have found 
this method gives us more control during the operation.

Still have problems?  If, after following these directions, you are still not able to remove the 
swab, see your double reed technician rather than taking a chance of damaging the bore.


